


A BRIEF HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH, KENLEY

Many visitors to All Saints express surprise ttnat thurch was built as
recently as 1870-1; the Kentish ragstone extefigrgthe impression of a
much older building. It also doesn’t prepare ustfi@warm neatly wrought
brickwork of the interior, black and red interspaedgth white stone. The
style is known as Early Geometrical. The pillars af stone with elegantly
carved capitals vine, oak and acanthus leaves)rédsantly refurbished,
chancel and sanctuary draws the visitor’'s atterttidhe altar, which
becomes the focus of our worship, Sunday by Suratayit is of this
worship that the whole building speaks. Although thurch is used for
worship every day, most of our visitors are lefthwthe memory of an
empty shell. If you are one of those, then this gersonal invitation to
share with us the very full use we make of it ondays and on quieter
occasions which you will find advertised in theiBlaMagazine or on the
Noticeboards.

A DECISION TO BUILD

In the latter half of the 19th Century, there was a
growing population In the Bourne Valley, and the
Parish Church of St. John’s Old Coulsdon (which
could be reached directly from Kenley only by foot
paths) seemed very remote. Hence some prominent
Kenley residents met to discuss the building of a
church: Among those present were Mr. John
Young of Kenley House, Mr. Joyce of
‘Cumberland &, Mr. Robins of the ‘Cottage’ in
Welcomes Road, and the Rector of Coulsdon, The
Rev.& Hon. George Bourke. Between them they
promised the sum &535and Mr. Young gave the
land.



IF THE PRICE IS RIGHT

The Committee invited three architects to subnanp] and these were
carefully considered by Mr. (later Sir) Gilbert $gavho lived at’
Rooksnest’ (now Strete Court School) Godstoneals decided to accept
the design by Mr. J.W.Fowler of Louth in Lincolnghi This was for a
building to seat 200 people in the nave and aislehancel, apsidal
sanctuary, tower and spire, a small organ chambgr a minute vestry
behind it, and all for an estimated cost of £200tkere were difficulties
with the building, however and eventually it co8t3D0 - a familiar story!
To raise funds, pew rents were introduced. Attilhig All Saints extended
only as far as the West side of the North Porchnthim entrance to the
Church, not then a cleaning

cupboard.

FITTED FOR WORSHIP

The builder was Mr. G.W.

Booth. The Foundation Stone was

laid on the 17th November 1870 by

Lord Hylton and the church was

opened for worship by the Rt. Rev.

Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of

Winchester (we were in that diocese

then), on the 2nd November 1871

There still remained a debt of

£1,230; so the building could not be

consecrated. This was generously

paid off by Mr. J.W. Wark of

ryewbank, church Road and in 1888

the building was consecrated by Dr. Thorold, BishbRochester, (again a
change of diocese). In 1873 Mr. Joyce had presehtedhurch with an
organ and later Mr. Young gave three bells. In 189s felt that the
vestry was far too small, and plans were drawnyuplb N. Ashburner for
a larger one at a cost of £385.7s.9d built by Huawtel Bryant



STILL TOO SMALL

By 1897 the Church itself was considered too sfoalihe Kenley
population, which had risen to 900. According te tall plate near the
South Aisle, the building was extended as far asgwlo double pillars in
honour of Queen Victoria’s reign of sixty glorioysars. The cost was
£4,500 and the Bishop of Rochester dedicated ttemnsion. The latest
extension, to include the baptistry and two porchase in 1901, “in
memory of Queen Victoria the GOOD". The spellingBdiptistey on the
wall plate strikes us as a little odd. There weyey 400 seats, of which 140
were free of rent.

A BOX OF WHISTLES

This derogatory description of a Church
organ did not come from the congregation of
All Saints who have enjoyed immensely the
fine instrument we have. This organ was
installed at a cost of £497.16s.0d, built by
Hunter and Sons of London, under direction
of Mr. GA Joyce, who had been appointed

as organist the previous year at a salary of
£40 p.a.. It is recorded that he had to practise
twice a week at least, and could receive a fee
for playing at weddings, if so employed. The
old organ was sold to the parish church of
Brockenhurst in Hampshire. In 1985 the
present organ underwent a major overhaul,
and continues to serve us well, although
badly sited in a very enclosed loft.

‘IN CHOIRS AND PLACES WHERE THEY SING’

The chancel contained originally only one choifl sta each side, but in
1920 new choir and clergy stalls were provideda aseemorial to the first
Vicar, The Rev. L. Harding Squire, who had died ywears before. More
recently they were improved in memory of Jack Dé&en though we can
seat about 25 choir members, chairs have to begbtau when we tackle
major musical items.



.... AND THE BELLS

Our tiny tower and spire contains only three blefidly a sight to enthuse
the campanologist; but they still call our paristgéos to church. Into that
tiny restricted space a belfry clock was installed904 by Gillet &
Johnson of Croydon at a cost of £88. There is timmowus battle with the
pigeon population as to who shall occupy the toaed, dire threats have
been uttered that would not appeal to local bixefe!

THE CAR PARK

We are lucky to have a Church Car Park,
small though it is. Part of it was sacrificed in
1960 for the building of a Church Hall,
which houses the many activities of a
flourishing Church community. But one of
the conditions attached to planning
permission was that it should not be let to

the general public

THE GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE

Also in the 1960’s a ‘Garden of
Remembrance’ was dedicated for the disposal ofsasihe a Book of
Remembrance in the church records the names o thbbese ashes
are buried in that quiet corner.

THE VICARS OF KENLEY

HARDING SQUIRE 1889
OLIVER QUICK 1918
FRANCIS READ 1921
ALFRED HARRE 1928
CYRIL JACKSON 1939
ALBERT SAUL 1948
KENNETH COLLINS 1948
RHYS EDWARDS 1955
MICHAEL VONBERG 1975

ROGER HAGON 1985



HISTORY NOW

In 1922 a set of the original plans of the Chur@refound among the
papers of the architect and are now in our possessid of considerable
interest to anyone writing a history of All Saints.

They are only a few of the many items that havenlggghered into our
archives. Unfortunately they would be very diffictd reproduce in this
booklet

We have lists and letters that tell us about giften to the Church, To
include such references to donors by name seeinditate that some
items of generosity are more important than otershe contrary, they
are of equal value with gifts given anonymouslyyiich there are many.
Therefore it seems better not to try to recordgiftg given by donors who
are still alive.

Some of the papers we have discovered are worthdeping for their
quaintness, their revelation of earlier values, i historical interest.
Thus we have included by way of example, the adsougating to the
building of All Saints, Kenley, as they appeare@4th October 1873. (See
page 14).

Many of our registers and documents will have tdraesferred to the
County Records Office, where they will be storeitizal conditions. We
regret but accept that this must be so.

But whatever may happen to these pieces of wiitigiory, the history of
All Saints will continue, for we are all charactérghe drama of the
community that will become the ‘recent past’ to obildren, and ‘remote
past’ to later generations. All Saints has playéarge part in the lives of
people of Kenley, and they in their turn have huépaired, and cared for
this house of prayer and worship over the yearaglmay it remain to
serve the community through its members. Long rhagrtinue to point
that community heavenwards. We ask you, then,doidte in your prayers
those who are making the history of this churcld, girre thanks to God for
all who have played a part in its past.



A WALK ROUND THE CHURCH

The Church Porch

By its very nature a Porch exsts largely for theke are passing through,
and members of the Congregation arriving or leaainly pause when they
wish to consult a poster or the Flower Rota. | hgme will stop now, long
enough, to read some framed words and notice awsuah War

Memorial.

Pause ere thou enter, traveller, and bethink theg
How holy, yet how homelike, is this place.

Time that thou spendest humbly here shall link thee
With men unknown wheere once of thy race.
This is thy Father’'s house; to Him address thee
Whom here his children worship face to fase;
He at thy coming in with peace will bless thee,
Thy going out make joyful with His gra

1%

And in another corner some easily remembered wordarry with you:
In quietness and confidence shall be your strength

They come from Isaiah Chapter 30 verse 15. | wondhgrthe rest of the
verse was not included

In returning and rest shall ye be saved

As you may know, the War Memorial is unusual inoreling all those from
Kenley who served as well as those who never retufrom the 1914-18
War.

Why were no names recorded from the Second WorldP\igat too late to
stir those memaories? A Parish Church should alkegs the pains and
joys of the community it serves. At least on ArmastDay or
Remembrance Sunday

We shall remember them



The Baptistry

The Nave of the Church has been extended twicéhenslecond extension
was to include a Baptistery (sic) and Porches. &gtne justify that
spelling? The new area, built in memory of ‘Queect®ia the Good’ is
very cramped both for baptisms and as a foyer ichvto greet the
congregation. It also has to house displays, fteeature and the inevitable
communications for Committee Members.

Fonts are usually by the door of a Church becawwsegymbolise the way
in to membership of it. Awkwardly at the back, iakes it necessary for us
who belong to stand and turn towards the door hadéw arrival - as
indeed we might do in our own homes. We then tipt@duce the newly
baptised to the congregation who welcome babieadolts) thus:

We welcome you into tile Lord’s family.

We members together of the body of Christ;

We are children of the same heavenly Father

We are inheritors together of the Kingdom of God.
We welcome you.

Vicar's Vandalism is how we might describe
the action of the first incumbent of

All Saints Kenley in bringing back from the
Holy Land a piece of stone which is let into
the wall of the Baptistry, and labelled:

This stone formerly part of the synagogue pf
Capernaum (Tell Him) was brought from it$
ruins in 1889 by the Rev. L Harding Squire,
first Vicar of this paris.

Judging by the state of the synagogue, which
a number of us have seen, our Vicar was not alone.



The North Aisle

All Saints is renowned for its animals. If you na@dshe dragon on your
way in, look again on your way out, high aboverten Porch Doorway.
But now on the corbel of the first arch we findnaadl dog, either coiled
asleep or biting his tail.
Below him on the wall used to hang a delightful@vablour of some sheep
being driven through the Churchyard - sadly steleme years ago.
On the sill at the back of the aisle stands thekBddRemembrance. It
contains the names of all those whose ashes havetlugied in the Garden
of Remembrance. It seemed appropriate that itsHiuld what we call
‘The Quiet Area’, so that family and friends cammeoto look at a
particular entry, (a page is turned each month)sitnglietly or pray or
arrange some flowers.
A small library in a glass- fronted
bookcase is also to be found in the
Quiet Area. Please feel free to
borrow any of the books, or sit and
read them there. All we ask is that
you eventually bring them back!

The Bookstallseemed to be so
rarely used that we decided to buy
a book trolley so that on Sunday
mornings it can be trundled into the
Hall. There, over coffee, books can
be examined and bought or ordered.

On the wall above the bookstall haite Vicars’ (or at least their
photographs!). And there are those in Kenley whoreanember all eight
of them, and him who must depart this parish erine this illustrious
company. None achieved great fame, although Ofreck wrote a
standard work on the Sacraments.



Take a peep into thgorth Porch, once the main entrance to the Church,
now demoted to a Cleaning Cupboard. But to the nfkhe door into the
church, almost hidden, is a carving of a bird (HDlyve) to add to our
menagerie.

A brass tablet half way along the North Wall reads:

In memory of Walter Smith. Headmaster for over 8@ry of
Kenley National School, died 6th December 1915 Afed

One day | hope his School Log Books will be puldidhBesides being
fascinating social documents their picture of thilage schoolmaster is
absorbing. Not everyone knows that the school &iween the top of
Garston Lane and the Godstone Road. The Headmésigse still
remains.

Thestained glass windowsn the North wall were blown out when a bomb
fell near the railway station during the Second M/&var. The left hand
window was to the memory of Helen G. Brown, wifeDof Robert Brown

of Yately House (now Yately Court) in 1910. Thehtitnand window was

to the memory of Mary Morgan, wife of Sir Charlesiigan, of Cullesden
and of Woodhurst (at the corner of Zig-zag RoadAlpldots lane) in 1906.
Further details of these windows are to be founa limoklet on the

‘Stained Glass Windows’ on the Bookstall.

We are now in th&aint Francis Chape] and prayer books and bibles on
the window-sill are evidence that Morning Prayesagd here every day -
8.45 am. except on Wednesdays -9.15 am. wheffiollagsved by a
Communion at 10 am. You are welcome to join usranyning.

A framed dedication hanging on a wrought iron seneads as follows:

This chapel was named by the Bishop of ‘WoolwicBamday 4th
March 1951. The Rev. Fr. David of the Society dfr&hcis celebrated
the Holy Communion next morning to mark its inaagion

A picture of St. Francis preaching to the animasds on the wall -
another boost to the animal collection.



A Chapel is really a Church within a. Church, utmdhe small occasions
- on a mid-week morning service when we have perlaagozen
communicants. We still need an altar and a railtach to kneel, and a
small credence table on which to put the breadwind at the Communion
Service, and an altar book-stand.

As you stand by the piano, look up and notice the
crossabove the chapel altar, and tracifix above

the pulpit. The crucifix, with the figure of Jesus it,
reminds us of his death on Good Friday. The cr®ss i
empty, reminding us of Easter Day. We need both in
the Church. You may have heard it said that every
Sunday is an Easter Day, because it was on the firs
day of the week that Jesus rose from the dead.

If you now stand at thEhancel Stepson an imaginary line between the
font and the altar, you are also in another lingvben the pulpit and the
lectern. | call them the ‘Doing Line’ and the ‘Lésting Line’. I'll leave you
to think out why. What happens in the place whene gre standing?

Details of theChurch Organ are to be found elsewhere. Suffice to say that
it has a delightful sound, much of which never hescthe congregation
because the instrument is so boxed in. Never g&ve obey the carving

on the case

Praise God in His Sanctuary

We also obey the divine instruction given by Jesuthe Last Supper, and
carved in the stone reredos behind the high altar:

Hence the Communion Service is celebrated tworeetimes a week in
All Saints, and is the climax of our worship.



In the recesses of the reredos are two more aniiffadgsLamb Triumphant
and the Pelican with its young. Both symbolise de$he Lamb is that
from the Book of Revelations:

...they will make war on

the Lamb, and the Lamb
will conquer them, for he
is the Lord of Lords and

the King of Kings...

The Pelican is not a biblical symbol, but comesfroediaeval bestiaries.
Legends tell us that when the young pelicans aaekdd by snakes, the
adult bird tears its breast, and gives its brosdraof blood transfusion!!.

It is easy to see the connection with Jesus whiogel iorings our salvation.

The Church Banner gives us yet more symbols:
Doves in the corners, a Chalice between an Alpha
and Omega - the first and last, the burning bush
that Moses saw, the fish - ichthus (in Greek) could
be the initial letters of a phrase meaning ‘Jesus
Christ Son of God and Saviour'. Representing the
Church is the ship, which rescues us from the
storms of life...

To the glory of God and in memory of Leonard
Harding Squire First Vicar of Kenley 1889 -1918
these clergy desks and choir stalls were erect@®

So runs the inscription. Try sitting in the fromtoir stall and it will be clear
they were meant for the small behinds of juniorridters! I'm glad to say
that from time to time the men are enough to phstMicar from his desk.
Before you go, admire the fretwork in the Choiistal

The South Aisle

Almost hidden in the corner is another fine pieteak furniture - a frontal
chest for the altar hangings for the four seasoolalurs; Green, Blue, Red
and White



The three South facing stained glass windows diffeuality; but this only
tends to emphasis the beauty of our Nativity (dpEpny) Window, details
of which appear in another publication. At Chrissméhat pleasure it gave
when we illuminated the Nativity Window from thetsigdle with a
floodlight.

Before we commence on the brasses, can you sohystery? A few pews
from the front must have sat a member of the caajien who had need to
hang something. The last few inches of the booksinelhinged and
underneath is a short brass rail - but for what@ who was he or she?
Could one modify one’s pew, if you had paid youwvpent?

Imagination is also stimulated
by the memorial brass erected for | In the midst of life we are in death.
Alfred Houlder of Kenley, who Blessed are the dead which die in thg
died at Hawaii on Sept. 20th 1879,§ Lord, for they rest from their labours
Aged 55, interred in San Francisco
Was it a holiday tragedy or a
business trip? Was he a fore runner ) o
of the typical Kenley executive sent S0 runs the inscription
by his firm in search of markets?

Much more stark is the brass erected to the meuwifory
Sir Joseph Lawrence Baronet of Coulsdon 1848 — 1919

The last of our Mcmorial Tablets is to Laura Geattruwife of Carleton
Tumnell of Watendone Manor, died 1911 aged 52.dbigl also lose a
child, Ella Milicent Tufnell, who died in 1903 agduree and a half years,
commemorated in one of the Baptistry windows?

Our tour of the Church now comes to an end as eettse brass that tells
us of the first extension of the nave as part efdélebration of Queen
Victoria’s sixty glorious years.

And before you leave the Church, say a brief préyethose who work
and worship here, admire the warm if crumbling kwiork, take a Parish
magazine free, (the Wall safe is near the fordad don't forget to look for



the dragon, high above the porch: Maybe it's the iiichael and his
angels fought against and who was cast out (Rewela). He, like the
weathercock on the spire, reminds us to keep ¢tosar Lord, Jesus
Christ, and his people, for safety.

NOTES

On the Church Tower are carved heads looking oilt hborth and south.
Are they the whim of the stone mason? Who can tell?

The Foundation Stone can be seen, marked withsa onatside the wall of
the apse, laid by Lord Hylton.

The Parish of Kenley was in the Diocese of Winatresntil 1877, when it

was transferred to the newly created Diocese ohBster. Since 1905 it
has been within the Diocese of Southwark

The Archbishop of Canterbury is the Patron of thiagj.
Sources of Information:
“The North Downs Church” by Michael Elliot Binns
Local History Records published by the Bourne Sgcie
Vestry Minute Books 1878 — 1921

Church Magazines

Tribute must be paid to our Archivist, Molly Squievho has tirelessly
culled information from our records which has madhis booklet possible



APPENDIX
Church built on Kenley Hill FieldDeficiency as at 24th Oct 1873 £1450. 14.5.

Expense Mina Building (Mr. Boon) 2060. 0. O
North Aisle & Tower (Hobson & Taylor) 910. 0. O
Extras 78 5 3
Architect — Mr Fowler
Commission & Expenses 193. 6. 6
Premium for Designs 21. 0. O
Sir Gilbert Scott (his opinion) 5. 5 0
Law Charges 31. 8. 6
Hiring of Tent at laying of
Foundation Stone 6. 0. O
Premium for Insurance for 7 years 6. 19. 4
Dinner for Workmen 5. 10. 0
Laying out the Ground 68. 8. 4
Heating Apparatus 42. 8. 3
Laying Gas Service 8. 18. 7
Gas Fittings 36. 17. 2
Fitting same & piping &

Gas lamp at steps 23. 10. O

Hassocks & Cushions 20. 0. 2

Petty expenses for Postage

Circulars etc 5. 3. 3
3523. 0. 4

Income Amount collected at Laying

of Foundation Stone 29. 10. 3
Amount collected Opening service Morning  89. 0 2
Amount collected Opening service Evening 16. 13. 4
Amount collected inauguration of Organ 86. 11
.Amount Collected World Newton Church 3. 11 6
Contribution from Surrey Churches Assn 60. 0. O
Contribution rec’d to Oct 1873 1768. 9. 5
Rec’d for Hassocks & Cushions 17. 17. 6
Rec'd for Sale of Flints 1. 2. 3
Deficiency 1450. 14. 5
3523. 0. 4



